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Ratio and Map Scales 

 
Ratio 

To divide a quantity into a given ratio – eg Karen, David and Judith share 

£240 in the ratio 8:3:1 

 Find how many equal parts you need by adding up the ratio 

 

 

 Divide the quantity by this total to find out how much each part gets 

 

 

 Multiply this by the number needed for each section of the ratio 

 

Often, drawing the ratio as a bar helps you visualise the problem.   

 

 

 

Three farmers shared an order for fertiliser between them in the ratio of 

3:4:7. 

Jade got the largest share. 

Bethan got the smallest share. 

Noah’s share was 60kg. 

Calculate how much of the fertiliser Jade and Bethan each received 
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Scale Drawings 

These often use the ratio symbol (:) in a different way. 

A scale of 1:200 means 1 of whatever unit you use to measure on a diagram 

will be 200 times bigger in the same unit in real life. 

So a wall measuring 5cm on the scale drawing will be                                     in 

real life. 

You then turn this into a more sensible unit for its size: 

 

If you need to shrink from real life onto the scale drawing , say 7m actually: 
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